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EL SALVADOR 
Reflection on Discipleship 

“Disciplemaking is an intentional friendship with 
another person, with Jesus at its core…Disciplemaking 
invades personal space.” Ralph Moore  
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Discipleship, developing 
followers of Jesus, is a big 
buzzword in our churches, 
and most likely yours.  I have 
been challenged lately to 
rethink what discipleship is.  
Jesus had 12 close disciples, 
and so should we, but what 
does that mean?  Ralph 
Moore, began a church 
planting movement by 
focusing on individuals. 

Another question, at what 
age does discipleship begin?  
Part of this shift in my 
thinking adds into parenting 
as well…especially as we 
have homeschooled this past 
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year.  We teach our children 
from the time they are born.  
But it is not always 
intentional.   

Practically this is a key 
distinction, often we don’t 
begin to really teach others to 
study the Bible, give service 
opportunities until someone 
is an adult or wants to enter 
Christian service.  But, it is 
the personal interaction, 
friendship, intentionality and 
time that make us disciplers 
of others.     

Who can you begin to 
intentionally influence today? 

Jan-april 2016 

Ezra and Ben help pass out Christmas gifts in Gualache, 
Usultan for Christmas…discipleship 101. 

A goal for our trip to California 
in March was to finish a 

marathon at 40 years old (for 
Jared) and compete in a 10K for 
the boys.  Ezra and his cousins 
Kenan & Levi finished the 10K 
and Ben the shorter version at 
the Seal Beach run…a great 

memory for the family. 

El Salvador has commissioned a new military 
force to counteract the increasing 

violence…read more on page 2 
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Many reports, mostly negative have been coming 
from the region of Central America and specifically 
El Salvador in the past several months.  Beyond the 
well-known problems with the gangs and related 
violence, the government has launched an anti-gang 
task force.  Though this could seem as a perfectly 
natural response for many, the force has gotten 
mixed reviews from others who say negotiation and 
diplomatic means are more effective and humane.   

Since the gangs organized a bus stoppage, 
effectively paralyzing transportation in the capital 
almost a year ago, the gangs have been reclassified 
as “terrorist” changing the means by which the local 
police and military can respond to them. 

This past month, Raúl Mijango, one of the 
mediators of the gang truce in 2011, was arrested for 
“supplying illegal items” to gangs.  He has been one 
of the strong opponents to this new military force 
and his arrest seems to have political overtones. 

The line of reason coming from the government is 
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that discussions and truces work with 
organizations that have political or ideological 
stances but, this is not the case for "criminal 
organizations" or gangs/terrorists.  Meanwhile, 
we are experiencing a great sense of growing unity 
of prayer and action among the Christian 
leadership in El Salvador.  Continue to pray that 
God will use these challenges as an opportunity to 
propel the power of the Gospel forward!! 
 
Personally, we feel very safe amidst these 
challenges.  Beyond the safety of our town, Nuevo 
Cuscatlan, and the security always present where 
we live, we have the assurance that God has called 
us here.  The personal challenge comes when we 
hear stories from those we work with about how 
for the sake of a seemingly small amount of 
money, or a telephone, or dispute about minor 
things, someone’s life can be at risk. 

Pray for continued grace to be extended to our 
country, and that our churches would be that 
influence of peace in their communities. 

Conditions in El Salvador – response to the violence of 2015 

Our continuing ministry in our local churches 
teaching Operation Solid Lives (OVS) has been 
fruitful.  Our last graduating class from Santa 
Ana had 33 students, and some incredible 
testimonies of life transformation!!  

Testimony from Santa Ana:  In a meeting with 
Pastora Ana in Santa Ana last week, she shared 
how the OVS discipleship class this past 
January had been a key to turning around some deep 
rooted struggles in the leadership of the church.  They 
have asked for us to start this course again in June!  
Praise the Lord!! 

A Comprehensive Plan: This year, our President 
Anamim and the Board have embraced a plan to 
expand personal discipleship, leadership development 
and the Bible Institute A.B.I., primarily focusing on 
our rural churches.  This has long been needed, so it is 
greatly encouraging to have a plan of action. 

Ongoing Ministry 

OVS Discipleship in Gualache, Uslutan 

OVS graduation, Santa Ana 
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Global Council: How fitting that this regional 
Summit of the Americas was hosted in Panamá, 
one of the first Foursquare missions works.  During 
this week a joint strategy to unify our education 
and offer resources to the Global Community of 
Foursquare churches was announced.  Glen Burris, 
president of the U.S. Foursquare church is working 
beside Leslie Keegel, the Sri Lankan Natl. Leader 
as co-chairs of this council. 

Regional meetings (CICCA) for our region, which 
includes Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, 
El Salvador, Costa Rica and Panamá met and 
prayed together over our strengths, deficiencies 
and how we can utilize the one to meet the needs 
of the others. 

Panamá 
EELN: Six representatives from El Salvador came to 
this time of training for the National Boards, 40 hours 
of training in 3 days.   

Ihsan Ozbek, Natl. Leader of Turkey, presented one 
of the most stirring challenges, to reach the 
MENACA region (Middle East, North Africa and 
Central Asia).  (I have written about this in our last 
few posts on our website www.jkmueller.com ) 

Since returning there has been a tangible difference in 
the National Board, a shift in how we relate to our 
churches and the vision that is being cast.  After 
returning we have had meetings with each of our 12 
churches and four pastors have shared their desire 
for a new church plant…God is releasing new vision!! 

Global Council Pictured Above: National Leaders and representatives from Canada to Chile, France, Spain 
and the Caribbean met in April in Panamá.  This was an incredible opportunity to spend several days with 

this group of leaders and to see the strategic preparation that our Foursquare Movement is taking. 

Below Left: missionaries Aaron Hunter (Chile), Jonathan Hall (FMI), Paul Otremba (Area Missionary) 
Below Right: Praying with Dale Hulse (Natl. leader Belize), Myra Cruz (Natl. leader Cuba) 
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Our support team… 

Above: Ezra and Ben introduce their 

new rabbits to Hope. 
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In our past two homes, in the 
U.S., we were not able to have 
pets.  Now, as you saw last year, 
we have a small dog Hope.  
Well…traveling to some of our 
rural churches, we have been 
gifted with several chickens.  
With a hen and a rooster come 
nesting…and with a nesting hen 
comes a Garobo (male iguana) 
who has found a liking to our 
eggs…oh, and the rabbits that 
we traded for our rooster as he 
became accustomed to crowing 
from 4:30am on.  (Where we live, 
there are no other roosters to 
chime in). 

In the continuing saga to keep 
our yard in order, the aged palm 
tree, (when assessed by Pastor 
Marvin who trims trees as his 
side job) was in danger of falling.  
A couple of weeks later, he 
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arrived with his family, and chain saw 
to spend an evening with us.  The 
following day, he skillfully scaled the 
tree, cut it down in three sections and 
even shared the “heart of palm” at the 
center of the head. We have greatly 
enjoyed the life lessons that our friends 
have taught us. 

In our last trip to the campo, we found a 
baby Loro or Chokoyo being sold on the 
highway… a green parrot.  His name is 
Jaime (Jimmy)…we will keep you 
posted on Facebook as he grows. 

Keeping up the Yard 

Pastor Marvin climbs 
up the palm tree. 

 

Jared, Kelly, Ezra & Ben Mueller 

U.S. address: P.O. Box 4504, Ventura, CA 93007 

E.S. address: Apdo. Postal #16 / Correos Plaza 
Merliot La Libertad, El Salvador, C.A. 

Phone: 714-975-6426 

Email: jared@hopechapelhb.org  

Web: www.jkmueller.com 

Pastor Marvin skillfully opened up the 

heart of palm with his chain saw. 

As FMI missionaries, we are not paid a salary 
to work with FMI; rather, local churches in the 
U.S. and individuals support our life and work 
here in El Salvador.  It has been incredible to 
see how well our needs have been met through 
our monthly supporters. 

In the past some of you have mentioned to us 
that although you are not able to partner 
monthly, when one-time needs arise you would 
be able to help with these. 

The following are a couple of upcoming needs 
that could use additional support: 

- Schooling for Ezra & Ben: they will be 
attending Colegio Maya, instead of 
homeschool in the fall.  This includes a one-
time registration fee and monthly tuition. 

- New Car: we would like to purchase a second  
car for personal use, especially with the boys 
starting school. 
 

- Office Rental: As the work with the National 
church grows, we are seeing a need to partner 
with our board of directors and secure an 
office space for Foursquare El Salvador. 


